OPTIONAL MODULES FOR 2008-09 ACIC BUDGET LETTER

Option one
about being able to continue to provide quality care with the funding made available.  Indexation is already inadequate but the situation will be made very much worse if Government does not commit to maintaining the additional residential care funding index of 1.75% per annum.  In my service this would translate to a loss of $xx (ACAA calculate $735 per week for a 60 bed facility) per week.  

We will have to save at least this much money per week which is likely to require staffing reductions, potentially at least one full time equivalent staff member.   The work pressures experienced in aged care, combined with our need to compete with hospital wage rates with inadequate funding, will make this an untenable impact on service delivery.  
Option 2
about being able to continue to provide quality care with the funding made available.  Indexation paid to us is inadequate and often doesn’t even match CPI while our costs continue to rise at a much faster rate.  If the Government does not commit to continuing the additional funding index of 1.75% for residential care the situation will be made very much worse.  This additional funding index also needs to be made available to our community care service which is struggling to maintain service delivery levels as a direct result of rising costs.

Aged and community care services need an indexation formula which reflects the real costs of providing care.

Option 3

about being able to continue to build and maintain high quality residential care facilities.  It is estimated that the aged care industry overall will have a capital deficit of $5.7 billion by 2020 putting the provision of high level residential care at risk. (Optional inclusion of the impact on your building program) The majority of demand for residential care is at the high care level so this can’t be allowed to happen.  It is critical that the 2008 -09 budget addresses this by developing a sustainable capital system.   This will ensure that people are able to continue to access residential care when they need it.

Option 4
that the current demand for community care services is not being effectively met. Community care services are being rationed and spread so thinly that older people are not able to receive the level of care they need to remain at home. In addition waiting lists for care are growing. Both the price paid for individual services and the overall amount of funding available needs to be increased to maintain quality and meet the demand.  
